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Mission Statement 

Our school welcomes each student into a friendly, caring and supportive community, where we 
recognise that each young person is unique and has different talents and needs. In partnership 
with parents, we promote a Christian ethos, and nurture a positive self-image in students. This 
enhances their self-confidence and allows them to realise their full potential. We provide a well-
balanced educational programme, so that all students can develop skills and attitudes that will 
allow them to grow into mature, responsible, well-rounded individuals capable of living fulfilling 
lives and of making a worthwhile contribution to society. 

Statement of the Characteristic Spirit for Schools under the Joint Trusteeship of 
Presentation Congregation and Kerry Education & Training Board (Kerry ETB) 

1. Post-Primary Schools under the joint trusteeship of Kerry Education Service and the 
Presentation Congregation are an important part of the education mission of both organisations in 
Kerry.  These Schools in their management and in their day to day operation are expected to 
exemplify the spirit of co-operation and partnership which both organisations identify as core 
operational values.  On the one hand, Partnership Schools recognise the primarily religious and 
spiritual mission of the Presentation Congregation, and on the other hand, the particular focus of 
Kerry Education Service on personal, social, cultural, economic and civic education objectives.  
These Schools recognise and cherish in a particular way the value of combining specifically 
Christian and Catholic religious witness with witness to the values of tolerance, openness and the 
pursuit of happiness.  Both organisations are committed to ensuring that young people in 
Partnership Schools encounter the full cultural and spiritual wealth of the community in which 
they are being educated.  Students attending Partnership Schools will be respected as they find 
their identity in the community and as they are encouraged to contribute to the development of 
that community. Trustees will facilitate the School Community in realising and maintaining its 
characteristic spirit/ethos. 

2. KES / Presentation Post-Primary Schools operate 'in conjunction with' that is, in partnership 
with, and as partnership between a wide range of other bodies, agencies and groups.  The spirit 
of partnership should be reflected in all aspects of dealings with Parents, Teachers, and the 
Management and Administration of the school. 

3. KES / Presentation Post-Primary Schools are publicly owned and are at the service of all the 
people in the area which they serve. 

4. KES / Presentation Post-Primary Schools provide for Students and Staff a respectful, caring and 
supportive learning environment which fosters mutual respect, self-confidence, personal, 
responsibility, initiative, achievement, community solidarity and responsibility, as well as creative 
and spiritual awareness. 

5. KES / Presentation Post-Primary Schools are committed to the growth of students to their 
fullest in terms of academic, personal, spiritual, social and civic development. Students are 
encouraged to act as leaders, progressively sharing in decisions which involve them and taking 
responsibility for these decisions. 

6. Students in KES / Presentation Post-Primary Schools are encouraged and facilitated in their 
engagement with voluntary and other groups in their area so that they progressively learn about 
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their community, its needs and its opportunities.  In particular, students are encouraged to see 
and accept their responsibilities for the care and support of others where it is needed. 

7. KES / Presentation Post-Primary Schools are committed to enhancing the life - chances of 
students and will organise their teaching and learning programmes accordingly. KES Presentation 
Congregation Post-Primary Schools are committed to quality teaching and learning. 

8. KES / Presentation Post-Primary Schools are committed to the provision of Further Education, 
Second-Chance Education and General Adult Education, and will play a full part in the delivery of 
KES programmes for adults in the County. 

9. KES / Presentation Post-Primary Schools will provide for the sharing and celebration of the 
Christian/Catholic vision of life and ensure that a systematic Religious Education Programme is 
available. 

10. KES / Presentation Post-Primary Schools are committed to working in partnership with Parents 
and Students in the planning and organisation of the school and will operate effective and 
appropriate structures for consultation between School Management, Students, Parents and Staff. 
Parents will be encouraged to be actively involved in school life and decision-making.  A 
meaningful 'Home / School' links programme will be in operation. 

It is acknowledged that the characteristic spirit of each school is to be found, in reality, not in a 
written document such as this, but in the full range of lived experience for pupils, teachers and 
parents who make the school community.  This statement of characteristic spirit by trustees is 
presented to KES / Presentation Congregation Post-Primary Schools communities to be clarified 
and developed in a process of shared reflection on the values, beliefs and aspirations of their 
school and to provide a framework in the light of which policies and priorities for the school will 
be formulated. 

Introduction 

Relationships and Sexuality Education (RSE) is a lifelong process of acquiring knowledge and 
understanding of developing attitudes, beliefs and values about sexual identity, relationships and 
intimacy. This education is delivered consciously and unconsciously by parents, teachers, peers, 
adults and the media. 

In Irish schools, RSE provides structured opportunities for pupils to acquire knowledge and 
understanding of human relationships and sexuality and sexual health. This process enables them 
to form values and establish behaviours within a moral, spiritual and social framework. 

At post-primary level, this means building on the primary school programme and providing young 
people with information and skills to critically evaluate the wide range of information, opinions, 
attitudes and values offered today, and so make positive, responsible choices about themselves 
and the way they live their lives. 

This policy allows us to articulate our commitment to the importance of RSE in Causeway 
Comprehensive School. Taking cognisance of the Characteristic Spirit and Ethos of the school, we 
strive to be faithful to the founding intentions of Nano Nagle, and the Presentation Sisters, as well 
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as to the educational aspirations of Kerry Education and Training Board (Kerry ETB) and the 
implications of what it means to be a school with these traditions in third millennium Ireland. 

Rationale 

Sexuality is a key element of healthy social and personal development. Young peopleare are 
exposed to a bewildering variety of messages about sexuality and sexual activity. Schools, in 
consultation with parents/guardians, need to reflect on how to provide for the needs of their 
students. 

The Education Act (1998) requires that schools should promote the social and personal 
development of students and provide health education for them.Circulars M4/95 and M20/96 and 
Section 4 of the Rules and Programme for Secondary Schools require schools to have an agreed 
policy for RSE and a suitable RSE programme in place for all students at both Junior and Senior 
Cycle. At Junior Cycle, the RSE programme is part of Social, Personal and Health Education (SPHE) 
and at Senior Cycle, RSE is taught as part of Religious Education. 

At Causeway Comprehensive, we believe that the effectiveness of an RSE programme is 
dependent on a collaborative policy process and therefore we have involved teachers, parents/
guardians, members of the board of management and students in developing our RSE policy. 

Aims of RSE Programme 

This policy outlines the aims of our RSE programme in conjunction with the school’s SPHE 
programme. 

Aims of RSE programme are: 

a) To help pupils understand and develop friendships and relationships 

b) To promote a holistic understanding of sexuality 

c) To promote a positive attitude to one’s own sexuality and in one’srelationship with others 

d) To promote knowledge of and respect for procreation 

e) To enable pupils to develop attitudes and values toward their sexuality within a moral, spiritual 
and social framework  

f) To provide opportunities for pupils to learn about relationships and sexuality in ways that help 
them think and act in a moral, caring and responsible way. 

Guidelines for the management and organisation of RSE in our school 

Arrangements regarding the teaching of the programme and the deployment of staff will be made 
by the Principal. The suitability and training of teachers will also be taken into consideration by 
the Principal. 
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Informing and Involving Parents/Guardians 

Parents/Guardians are the primary educators of their children and their role in education 
concerning RSE is seen by the school as very important. This policy has been designed in 
consultation with Parents’ Association representatives and the views expressed by parents/
guardians will be taken into account when reviewing the policy. A copy of this policy will be made 
available to any parent/guardian, on written request, to the school office. 

Offering Advice 

The school’s function is to provide a general education about sexual matters and issues and not to 
offer individual advice, information or counselling on aspects of sexual behaviour and 
contraception. However, sources of professional information and advice will be identified when 
appropriate for example, Chaplaincy, Guidance and Counselling services. Advice offered will not 
be directive and will be appropriate to the age of the pupil and in line with the ethos of the 
school and Child Protection Guidelines 2011. 

Explicit Questions 

It may not be appropriate to deal with some explicit questions in class. Teachers may choose to 
say that it is not appropriate to deal with that question at this time. If a teacher becomes 
concerned about a matter that has been raised he/she should seek advice from the Principal/Care 
Team. When deciding whether or not to answer questions the teacher will consider the age and 
readiness of the students, the RSE programme content, the ethos of the school and the RSE policy. 

Confidentiality 

It is school policy that in circumstances where a teacher has concerns about a student; the 
teacher must refer this immediately to the Principal/Care Team. Teachers must not guarantee 
confidentiality. Students will be asked not to disclose personal information in RSE class. It is 
important that students are made aware of the limits of confidentiality. Pupils must be informed 
that if a teacher becomes aware that a pupil is at risk of abuse, or in breach of the law, this 
information will be conveyed to the Principal and the appropriate action will be taken, as set 
down in the Child Protection Guidelines for Post-Primary Schools (2011). 

Withdrawing pupils from the RSE programme 

A full copy of the RSE policy will be supplied to a parent/guardian who requests in writing that a 
child be withdrawn from RSE. Parents do not have to give reasons for withdrawal, but we 
respectfully invite them to do so. Once a parent’s request to withdraw is made, that request will 
be complied with until revoked by the parent. 

Provision of training and staff development 

The school has appointed an SPHE/RSE co-ordinator who is clear about their role. On-going 
training / in-service in RSE and SPHE is offered to teachers by the SPHE Support Service and the 
Health Promotion Unit of the HSE.  All teachers have access to the SPHE/RSE teaching materials. 
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Visiting speakers 

The RSE programme will be delivered openly by teachers who are known and trusted by pupils. 
Visitors may enhance the quality of the provision as long as they are used in addition to, but not 
instead of a planned programme of RSE. The teacher will consult with the Principal in relation to 
the suitability of visiting speakers before issuing an invitation to visit the school. The teacher will 
be familiar with the presentations of each visiting speaker and negotiation will take place, if 
necessary, before delivery to the students. It is normal practice for teachers to remain in the 
classroom while visitors are giving presentations. Preparatory and follow up work should be 
undertaken by the class where possible. 

Students with Special Educational Needs  

Students with special needs may need more help than others in coping with the physical and 
emotional needs of growing up. They may also need help in learning what behaviours are and are 
not acceptable, and in being prepared against abuse by others. They may need to be withdrawn 
from an RSE lesson if material is deemed inappropriate for the individual student. Each individual 
student will be considered separately depending on his/her needs. 

Ethical/Moral Considerations 

Preamble 

In line with the Ethos and Characteristic Spirit of Causeway Comprehensive School, we aim to 
provide an education that fosters a holistic development in our students. This includes moral 
development. Morality as a subject in itself is covered in Section F of the Junior Certificate 
Religious Education Syllabus as well as Senior Cycle Religious Education. Moral issues pertinent to 
RSE may arise in Religious Education but will be dealt with a different focus within RSE. Other 
moral/ethical considerations are considered below. 

Sexual Orientation 

In line with our Ethos and Characteristic Spirit, each member of our school community is uniquely 
imbued with dignity and will be treated fairly, without prejudice or discrimination. Therefore 
these values, as well as a keen sense of promoting positive mental health will inform our 
approach to dealing with sensitive issues including sexual orientation.  

The subject of sexual orientation is included in the RSE curriculum. The topic will be treated in an 
open, non-judgmental way by teachers. Respect for others, regardless of their sexual orientation 
will be encouraged among students.  

Contraception & Family Planning 

Notwithstanding the values espoused by the school’s tradition, the topics of contraception and 
family planning form key elements of the RSE programme and must be covered. Teachers will be 
clear, factual and up to date regarding the information disseminated. The approach again will be 
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non-directive, balanced and will include reference to abstinence among the other methods of 
contraception (natural and artificial). 

Sexual Transmitted Infections (STI’s) 

Positive Sexual Health is another important aspect of RSE. STI awareness is integral to the SPHE 
syllabus in second year, but the topic is covered again in senior cycle as part of RSE. The approach 
will be a factual exploration of STI’s, their symptoms, treatment and prevention. Due regard will 
be given to the maturity of the students.  

Sexual Activity 

Students will be made aware at the outset of the RSE programme that there are clear boundaries 
around what can be appropriately discussed in a classroom situation with due regard to the other 
students and staff. Students will be encouraged to be respectful around asking questions and to 
not personalise situations or scenarios for their own and others welfare.  Students will also be 
made aware of the Criminal Law (Sexual Offenses) Act 2006 which states that the age of consent 
for sexual activity for both males and females is 17. If a teacher becomes aware of any breach in 
this regard or has any other concerns around a student’s welfare, the teacher will consult with 
Designated Liaison Person (Principal).  

Other Relevant School Policies, Curriculum Delivery, Implementation & Review 

The RSE policy is supported by other school policies such as: 

Child Protection Policy 

Guidance Policy 

School Bullying Policy 

Substance Use Policy 

Religious Education Policy 

SPHE Policy 

Pastoral Care Policy 

Critical Incident Policy 

Aspects of RSE are delivered across the curriculum through subjects such as Religious Education, 
Science, Biology, Home Economics, Physical Education, English and Art. 

Implementation of RSE Policy 

All partners, including Board of Management, parents/guardians, school management and 
teaching staff have roles and responsibilities in ensuring the implementation of the RSE Policy in 
our school.  

Resources 

The school will purchase appropriate RSE teaching materials which have been identified by staff 
as useful and which have been approved by the Principal, within the normal budgetary framework 
and as general school resources allow. 
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Monitoring, evaluating and reviewing the RSE programme 

We are committed to annually monitoring and evaluating the effectiveness of the RSE programme. 
Pupils, staff, parents and guardians are consulted, both formally and informally, as part of the 
monitoring and evaluation process.  [END]
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